7/9/2021
Mr. President Mahmoud Abbas, may God protect him
President of the State of Palestine, 
Good greetings
Subject: The Council of Ministers’ decision to organize the holding of local body elections in violation of the law
Civil society institutions have come together to discuss the eligibility of local elections, especially after the announcement of the Council of Ministers’ decision on 9/6/2021 in its session No. (123) to set Saturday, the eleventh of next December, as the date for holding the first phase of the elections for village councils and municipalities classified as “C”. There are 388 local authorities in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, and the second phase of elections will be held at a date determined by the Council at a later time. Which means holding local elections in two stages, as this decision is in clear violation of Local Elections Law No. 10 of 2005 and its amendments. Article (4) of it affirmed that “local elections shall be held in all councils on one day every four years by a decision issued by the Council of Ministers.” This makes the implementation in stages a clear violation of the text of the law. It also carries high risks for the integrity of the electoral process and the robustness of its implementation and imposes additional burdens on the public treasury. Above all, this decision would constitute a blow to the unity of the nation, deepen the internal and geographical division, and negatively affect the Rates of participation and local and institutional interest. Especially since it came at a time when civil institutions were making efforts to ensure that elections would be held in all Palestinian territories (the West Bank, including Jerusalem, and the Gaza Strip). In addition to the dangers of politicizing the election stages and linking the second stage to partisan political interests at the expense of the public interest.
Civil society organizations view these statements with additional gravity, given the context in which they came after the issuance of a decree postponing the general elections at the parliamentary and presidential levels indefinitely, which wasted hopes that had been awaited for many years to be fulfilled, and left an entire generation of young people without exercising their political rights related to the right. In election, candidacy and holding public office. This postponement placed a burden on the local elections, which were expected to be held at least and to be within best practices and in an optimal manner.
The decision of the Council of Ministers came without taking into account what was agreed upon between the political forces and civil society on the necessity of raising the percentage of women’s participation, and lowering the candidacy age to allow the participation of young people in decision-making centers, in implementation of the decisions of the Central Council to raise the percentage of women’s participation to 30% and in line with the government’s plans. Increasing youth participation in public life.
While we consider elections a right guaranteed to citizens by the Palestinian Basic Law, we call on citizens to exercise this right in local elections, especially after the postponement of general elections. We believe that local elections, if they take place in all Palestinian territories, constitute a gateway to ending the division and a step upon which general elections can be built and the political system unified. Palestinians on democratic foundations. Failure to hold local elections affects Palestine’s international reputation, governance systems and transparency, and the elections, with the campaigns and promises they contain, may represent a guarantee for the course of international development plans.
We demand work on:
· Holding local elections in all Palestinian territories on one day in compliance with the law and national interests and not dividing them.

· Taking the amendments related to women and youth that were agreed upon into consideration, without detracting from this demand or understanding it as a retreat from the civil society institutions’ initial reservation about the issuance of decisions by law by the executive authority in the face of the continued obstruction of the convening of the legislative authority that has the constitutional and inherent right to legislate.


· Considering local elections as a gateway to general elections, ending the state of division, and dealing with them on this basis
Signatures:
Arab World Observatory for Democracy and Elections
Independent Commission for Human Rights
Al-Haq Foundation
Coalition for Integrity and Accountability - AMAN
Key Foundation
Palestinian Working Women Association for Development
Forum on Gender in Local Government
Center for Defending Freedoms
The Palestinian Authority for Information and Activating the Role of Youth Pyalara
Palestinian Foundation for Empowerment and Local Development Reform
Palestinian Center for Peace and Democracy Issues
Shams Human Rights and Democratic Media Center
Al-Najda Association for the Development of Palestinian Women
Forum on Gender in Local Government
Jerusalem Center for Legal Aid
The National Authority for the Independence of the Judiciary (Istiqlal)
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